LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  H.   TAINE
grateful to him, and dedicated the Notes sur I'Angleterre to him as " a testimony of gratitude."
Hippolyte Taine's early education was therefore given him entirely by his family, at Vouziers; he only spent a few hours every day in a small school kept by M. Pierson. He received the Holy Communion for the first time when still very young, in August, 1838. When, in 1839, illness compelled M. J. B. A. Taine to find other teachers for his son, he was sent to a boarding school at Rethel, kept by an old priest and his sister, a former nun, where he remained eighteen months, until his father's death. He was a boarder, but under the immediate supervision of his grandmother, Mme. M. J. Taine, and of the two maiden aunts already mentioned; he spent his half-holidays in the old family house, hunting for intellectual pabulum on the dusty shelves of an old bookcase in an unused room. He devoured everything that came to his hands, especially the classical authors of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, which formed the chief part of the reading of serious middle-class people under the Restoration. His uncles also made him a present about this time of the works of Washington Irving, in English, and of two large volumes of the Travels of Dumont d'Urville. These books, which are still in his library, were read and re-read by him again and again; he translated some of Washington Irving's tales, and, forty years later, he still used to speak with delight of this outlook over a larger world of which he had already had a glimpse through the conversation of his uncle from America.
He ever kept a happy recollection of those days of his childhood, and of the half-holidays spent at his grand-